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Patrons were on the go last year – and that meant we were, too.

Kent District Library reached a record number of residents in 2016, with more than 8,187,785 
engagements – and a growing number of them electronically. In fact, more than 80 percent of 
patrons connected with us on a mobile device. 

We deployed books to soldiers from Kent County in the Middle East who had to build more shelves 
after running out of space. We sent books to farmers markets around the region, making it fast 
and easy for patrons to check out books. We even set up a free KDL library at the Gerald R. Ford 
International Airport, ensuring that no one would have to fly without something great to read.

Our electronic resources have grown to be some of our most popular offerings, which is a real 
testament to our goal of reaching people wherever they are. Last year, patrons accessed our digital 
resources a record 1,215,187 times, a jump of almost 11 percent over the previous year. 

The bridges we built during 2016 have paved the way for exploration. Whether it’s creating rural 
hotspots for patrons who might not otherwise have access to the Internet or lending technology 
that transforms the newest bestseller into Braille, KDL looks to connect patrons with ideas and 
information that transports them.

One of the things I really love about KDL is the way ideas and innovation arrive. It’s never just top 
down, but can come from anywhere in the organization. One of our employees came up with the 
idea of providing library books to elementary students to brighten their bus rides home. Parents – 
and bus drivers – are thanking us for that ah-ha moment that is encouraging children to read more.

A library is the great equalizer in any community. Anything that KDL can do to touch the lives of our 
patrons and assist them in moving further down the road, we are on it.

Looking forward to great things in partnership with you in 2017,

Lance M. Werner
Director

To the Friends of KDL:

Information. Ideas. 
Excitement! 

For complete statistical information and organizational structure, please refer to KDL’s 2016 Fact Book. 
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A DIGITAL REVOLUTION

KDL helps patrons from rural 
locations stay connected by offering 
free wireless Internet hot spots to 
Alto, Lowell, Nelson Township/Sand 
Lake, Spencer Township, Tyrone 
Township and, new for 2017, the 
Caledonia branch. A Verizon Jetpack 
4G LTE can be checked out for up to 
three weeks, along with an iPad, to 
give patrons free internet access. 
Easy to use, the Jetpacks allow 
patrons who might have difficulty 
accessing the internet an opportunity 
to improve their digital skills. 

Rural Hotspots

Did you know more than 80 percent of cardholders are accessing KDL 
on their phones? Thanks to our new website, patrons can connect to 
one of the largest digital collections in the country, featuring eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, streaming or downloadable movies, music, games and 
even a digital comic book collection – right at their fingertips. Many are 
even using the Bookmyne app, available on ITunes and Google Play 
stores, as a convenient way to see our complete library catalog. 

3,537,857 
WEBSITE VISITS 

13% increase

[ ]1,215,187
DIGITAL CIRCULATION

eAudiobooks, eBooks, eMagazines,   
eMovies,  eMusic, eVideogames

KDL utilizes technology to keep moving 
people forward, and now the KDL staff can 
help you check out library books or get a 
library card from anywhere. MobileCirc 
allows library staff the flexibility to set up 
library services away from the library — all 
while you’re on the go.  



Next time you check out a book, you can check out a bicycle, too! Breezer Uptown EX eight-speed 
bicycles were introduced in 2016 to give patrons an opportunity to experience cycling and are now 
available at nine of our locations with program enhancements expected for 2017, including more 
universal-style bikes and trail maps.

The KDL Service and Meeting Center was the first KDL location to be designated a Bronze Bicycle 
Friendly Business by the League of American Bicyclists for our great commitment to bicycle safety 
and education. Public and employee access to bicycles via the KDL Cruisers Program and our 
proximity to the White Pine Trail State Park helped KDL become the only library on the League’s list 
of Bicycle Friendly Businesses. Staff support of bicycle culture and healthy, sustainable alternatives 
to single occupancy vehicles is evidenced by our winning the Active Commute Week Challenge as 
an organization for Most Active Trips per Employee in the greater Grand Rapids area.KD
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This past summer, patrons had the 
opportunity to buy local and eat local at 
the Kentwood Farmers Market, hosted 
in the branch’s parking lot. KDL not only 
provided a space for residents to shop 
locally, but also facilitated special family 
activities and crafts. Health and nutrition 
programs were offered to patrons 
alongside locally grown fresh produce. 
Making healthy choices accessible to the 
community is another way KDL is moving 
people forward. KDL’s Farmers Market 
locations also included Ada, Byron Twp., 
Caledonia, Grandville, Plainfield, Metro 
Health Wyoming and Rockford. 

FARMERS 
MARKET

[ ]5,790
MARKET VISITORS

[ ]567 CHECKOUTS

175 MILES OF KENT 
COUNTY TRAILS

Want to learn to knit? Play disc golf? Try out the 
Legend of Zelda? 

Get up and go with KDL’s GO! Packs 

Starting in 2017, all 18 branches will offer GO! 
Packs, each one carefully curated with educational 
tools and entertaining activities for all ages that 
encourage patrons to explore new things. The 
program is designed for children, teens and adults 
who want to try something new. We also offer GO! 
Packs for Spanish-language speakers. This great 
idea originated with one of our staff members and 
was funded by a 2016 KDL Innovation Award.GO
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TOTAL ITEMS

1,215,187
DIGITAL ITEMS 

ACCESSED

eAudiobooks eMovies

eBooks

eMusic

eMagazines

7,045,551
PHYSICAL ITEMS 

CHECKED OUT

DVDs and Blu-ray

Audiobooks
Reference

Interloans

Juvenile Fiction

Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped

Miscellaneous

Adult Non-fiction

Teen Non-fictionAdult Fiction

KitsPeriodicals

Video Games

Music CDs

Large Print
Juvenile Non-fiction

Express Books

Teen Fiction

Circulation

= 100,000 Visits eBook/eAudiobook siteWebsite What’s Next?
Book in Series site Library

Community 
outreach
interactions

5,495,997
Digital

2,769,080
In-person

Summer Reading 
Completers

Youth (birth‒grade 5)
64.91% (8,356 total)

Teens (grades 6‒12)
16.35% (2,105 total)

Adults (18 and up)
18.74% (2,413 total)

12,874

Visits

33%
INCREASE 
FROM 2015/2016



KDL has partnered with the Gerald 
R. Ford International Airport to 
bring free books to travelers on 
the go. Operating on the ‘take 
one, leave one’ system, KDL gives 
passengers the opportunity to 
pick up something new to read 
and leave a book they’ve already 
finished at no charge. Shelves are 
located on both airport concourses 
and include adult, teen, children’s 
and multi-language books. Many 
donations were kindly provided by 
the Friends of the Cascade Library.
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KDL was proud to support our troops stationed 
in the Middle East by sending shipments of 
books and audiobooks. In fact, last year the 
1-182nd Field Artillery Regiment – which 
includes many members from Kent County 
– more than doubled its library, prompting 
troops to make new shelves to house their 
growing collection. As military personnel 
transition, the books are left for new troops 
to enjoy. Sgt. Lovegrove of the 1-182nd 
Field Artillery Regiment is happy that KDL’s 
commitment to keep people moving forward is 
having a positive impact across the world. 

Books Deployed 
to Middle East

AROUND THE WORLD

The Wyoming Branch of KDL hosted a tour of disability rights representatives from eight Middle East and Northern African 
countries who heard about our program through a Disability Advocates of Kent County award we received in 2015. The 
tour demonstrated KDL’s commitment to moving people forward by creating an inclusive environment and accessible 
spaces for community members who are disabled. The tour was made possible through a partnership with Colleagues 
International and the U.S. Department of State. 

International Tour

[ ]10,000
BOOKS DELIVERED
 TO THE AIRPORT

[ ]400
BOOKS SENT 
TO SOLDIERS



Been to a good book club lately? You might have 
to visit one of the area’s senior living facilities 
to get in on the action. KDL has partnered with 
senior living and resources centers to give 
residents access to music, movies and iPads, 
as well as mentally stimulating programs such 
as one-on-one tech tutoring, book discussions, 
crafting and a lecture series. 

Kent District Library's Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped was recognized by the 
National Library Service for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped for outstanding service to readers who are 
visually or physically disabled. In one year, KDL served 
1,029 patrons, circulated 49,037 books or movies, and 
17,387 magazines as well as adaptive technology to 
enhance patrons’ experience and help them explore 
new worlds. KDL advocates for its LBPH patrons in the 
community through outreach and education programs. 

SENIOR 
OUTREACH

Did you know that the average elementary school 
student will spend one hour on the bus each day? 
KDL partnered with Zinser Elementary School in 
Kenowa Hills to make the ride to and from school more 
compelling by tucking books for them to discover on 
the bus. Another program that originated with a great 
staff idea, this was funded by a 2016 KDL Innovation 
Award. With a rotating book selection, students always 
have new material to encourage reading and to make 
their bus ride a positive experience. 

KDL partners with several schools in the County to bring 
fun, educational activities to students. KDL librarians 
have become recognizable fixtures in the schools, 
encouraging kids to explore the library after the school 
bell rings. Sports camps, music and science labs, 
literary talks and crafts are just some of programs KDL 
offers community students and serve as entry points 
to the library, instilling a lifelong love of learning and 
exploration. 

School 
Partnerships

[ ]250
BOOKS GIVEN TO 

KIDS ON 9 BUSES 

[ ]2,653
SENIORS ATTENDED 

PROGRAMS

[ ]59,365
STUDENTS ATTENDED 

PROGRAMS

[ ]72,953
LBPH ITEMS 

ACCESSED
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OUR DONORS

The Kent District Library Board of Trustees and Fund Development Board extend a profound thank 
you to all the individuals, corporations and foundations that generously provided more than $280,000 
in support to Kent District Library in 2016. Your gifts allow KDL to provide outstanding programs and 
services to our community members! Thank you; we couldn’t do it without you.

2016 Summary of Financial Information 

Property Taxes - Millage  (1.28 mills) 20,460,522

State Sources 1,168,502

Fines & Forefeitures 971,787

Donations, Sponsorships, Grants 312,295

Other Revenue 309,219

Charges for Services 110,329

Interest & Rentals 85,163

                       

REVENUE

TOTAL REVENUE                                                                $23,417,818

87.4% 
$20,460,522

4.99%
$1,168,502

4.15%
$971,787

1.33%
$312,295

1.32%
$309,219

0.47%
$110,329 0.36%

$85,163

Property Taxes -
Millage  (1.28 mills)

State Sources

Fines & Forfeitures

Donations
Sponsorships 
Grants

Other
Revenue

Charges for
Services

Interest & Rentals

REVENUE

Wages & Benefits 11,889,961

Books & Materials 3,270,765

Other Services & Charges 2,757,276

Professional & Contractual Services 983,428

Technology 872,381

Capital Outlay 853,734

Supplies & Operating 294,093

     

EXPENDITURES 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES            $20,921,638

56.83% 
$11,889,961

15.63% 
$3,270,765

15.63% 
$2,757,276

4.7% 
$983,428

4.17% 
$872,381

4.08% 
$853,734

1.41% 
$294,093

Wages & Benefits 

Books & Materials Other Services 
& Charges

Professional 
& Contractual
Services

Technology

Capital Outlay

Supplies & Operating

 EXPENDITURES

 TOTAL REVENUE                                                        $23,417,818TOTAL UNASSIGNED FUND BALANCE                      $4,562,354

 Fund Balance - Beginning of Year

 Fund Balance - Nonspendable (Prepaids)

 Fund Balance - Restricted

 Fund Balance - Committed (Capital Projects)

 Fund Balance - Assigned

 Excess Revenues over Expenditures

5,476,648

(262,438)

(54,183)

(2,815,300)

(278,546)

2,496,173
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• Karen and Robert Boluyt 
• Cheryl Cammenga
• Lee and Mary Cook
• Sandra Daniels
• Lindsey and Noah Dorfman
• Sheri and Adam Glon
• Anne Hoekstra
• Jamie and Gail Junod
• Linda and Ken Krombeen
• The Mortimore Family
• Heidi Nagel
• Jackie Olmstead
• Barbara Paull

• Kristen and Matt Rampe
• Kyle and Amy Rokos
• Sharon Scott
• Tracy Shea
• Molly Smith
• Lisa Town
• Jeremy Weber
• Lance and Kristen Werner
• Sherrie and Brent Willson
• Brittany Wilson
• Laurie Winkler
• Diane and Ron Woods

PAGE TURNERS CLUB
Thanks to these founding members of KDL’s 
Page Turners Club that provide sustaining 
monthly donations to support KDL 
programs and services.

A huge thank you to our sponsors, honorary committee 

members and everyone who made our Second Annual 

Literary Libations Gala a success. We are humbled by, 

and grateful for, your support of our organization.

TABLE SPONSORS 

Adamy Valuation Advisors
Chemical Bank
Dickenson Wright PLLC
Foster Swift
Frey Foundation
Haviland Enterprises Inc.
Hungerford Nichols CPAs + Advisors
Irwin Seating Company
Meijer Inc.
Midwest Tape
Norris, Perné & French, LLP
Stifel
The Tupper Group, Merrill Lynch
W.M. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
Whitecaps Community Foundation

PROGRAM SUPPORT

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr and Huber Inc.

IN KIND SPONSORS

ddm Marketing
Grand Rapids Magazine
Holland Litho
Homestead Suites, 29th Street location
Kate Morrow Photography
Outfront Media
Pam Spring Advertising
WGVU

RECOMMENDED READS 
SPONSOR

Hank & Liesel 
Meijer

RECOMMENDED READS 
SPONSOR

BOOKPLATE 
SPONSOR

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR HONORARY COMMITTEE

James and Constance Christenson
Gail O. DeYoung
Steven C. Ender, Ed. D. 
James and Harriet Engbers
Bill and Cecile Fehsenfeld
Linda Krombeen
Sheila and Jeffrey Franks
Mary DeBoer Fuller
Gail Haebich
Phil and Cherry Jacobus
Hank and Liesel Meijer
Esther Ross
Jerome and Helen Smith
Mark and Julie Strauss
Jon and Pamela VanderPloeg
Tom and Hollie Rademacher
Carol Simpson

EVENT COMMITTEE

Shellie Adamy 
Mary Ford
Katherine Gregg
Jeanine Holquist
Diane Jones
Bill and Mary Ford
Linda Masselink
Katey Morse
Heather Ross – Chairperson
Carol Simpson
Penny Weller
Sherrie B. Willson

A special thank you to The Gary Family 
Foundation and Alliance Beverage for 
supporting our cocktail hour.



ALCOTT SOCIETY
(Gifts of $100+) 

Edward and Kathy Aboufadel  ♥ ♦ 
Barnes and Noble  
Eric and Catherine Beute  
Craig and Grace Burrows  
Charles and Lucy Caldwell ♥ 
Cheryl Cammenga ♥ 
Hazel Carpenter ♥ 
Holly and Dan Cole  
John and Penelope Collins  
David and Diane Comfort 

(In Memory of Wanda Deubner) ♥ 
Alan and Michelle Davis ♥ 
Robert and Lois DeBoer 

(In Memory of Raymond Boozer)  
John and Penny Edison Foundation  
Bob and Darby Eland 

(In Memory of Polo Trapp, the Best Dog in 
the World) 

Scott and Kathy Ellison ♥ 
David and Kathleen Erdmans  
Andrew Erlewein  
Jane Everhart  
Patricia Jane Flaherty  
Bill and Mary Ford ♥ 
Karilyn Frederick  
Donald and Laurie Gardner 

(In Honor of Mary Ford)   
Brendan and Liz Geary  
Kathryn Gerow ♥ 
Bill and Deborah Granger  
Andrew and Wendy Hahn  
Christopher Haizman ♥ 
Timothy and Charlene Hill  
Robert and Judy Hooker  
Miles and Linda Huffaker ♥ 
Win and Kyle Irwin ♥ 
Jean Iwema  
Diane Jones  
Vicki Kimball ♥ 
Dorothy Lorson ♥ 
Gail Madziar  
Hugh and Georgia Makens ♥ 
Barbara Marconi  
Rodney and Mimi Martin  
Jean McCormick ♥ 
Marcia Meade  
Martha Mealy 

(In Honor of Judson and Jane Mealy) 
Charles and Noreen Myers ♥ ♦ 
James and Mary Nelson  
Pam Spring Advertising ♥ 
Scott and Sarah Pastoor  
George and Darcy Pawlowski  
Aaron and Sharon Phipps ♥ 
Jean Pinckney  
Lori Reineke  
Dale Robertson  

Jeff and Stacey Ruddick  
Paul and Tammy Sadek ♥ 
Schuler Books & Music  
John and Shawn Schuring ♥ 
Christopher Seidel  
Brent and Diane Slay ♥ 
Karen Small  
Molly Smith ♥ 
Shelley Smith ♥ 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Steketee 
Gary Stark and Kathleen Underwood  
Everett and Gloria Swanson ♥ 
Mary E. Tanis  
Jacqueline Taylor  
Patti Trepkowski ♥ 
Timothy Ullrey  
Linda Vos  
Patrice Vrona  
Mike and Jill Waalkes ♥ 
Jeremy Weber  
Jerry and Ginny Weddell  
Jeffrey and Johanna Wilberding  
Craig and Marcia Woods  
Wrigley Company Foundation  
 
DR. SEUSS SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $1+) 

James and Donna Anderson  
Michael and Katrina Alexander ♥ 
Melissa Anderson  
Dale and Carol Austin ♥ 
Jean Barkin ♥ 
Richard and Elizabeth Barrett  
Jason Beckett and Janelle Hill  
Louis and Linda Berra ♥ 
Jane Bodenmiller ♥ 
Jim and Wendy Booydegraaff  
Gary and Sandra Borncamp  
Genny Bratschie 
Robert and Ruth Burr ♥ 
Dick and Judy Byrne  
Calli Crow ♥ 
Sandra Daniels  
George and Sara D’Archangel ♥ 
Teresa Dittmer  
Robert Dixcy  
Daniel and Jan Durkee  
Richard and Sandra Eby  
Victoria Erickson ♥ 
Priscilla Finch  
Paul and Betty Flak ♥ 
Heidi Ford  
Cheryl Fox  
William and Joanne Gerke 
John Gibson ♥ 
Adam and Sheri Glon  
Doris Gorney  
Betty Herrick  

Sara Hogle  
Lori Holland ♥ 
Dorothy Holt ♥ 
Jean Krol ♥ 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jerista  
James and Gail Junod ♥ 
Mary Anne Karmes ♥ 
Andrew Kuklewski ♥ 
Ruth Kutsche ♥ 
Camilla Martin ♥ 
Kate McCarthy ♥ 
Glenda Milddleton ♥ 
Deanna Miller  
Rosemary Mills  
Clarice Mae Mulder  
Suzanne Naas ♥ 
Bob and Mary Neal  
Norma Oliver  
Dennis O’Neill ♥ 
Kylie Oneill-Mullin  
David and Denise Overbeek  
Mr. and Mrs. Yulia Park  
Joan Parker ♥ 
Linda Parker  
Jason and Lynn Prince  
Jeff and Emily Riddle  
Jeff and Kim Ridings  
Kathleen Ringeisen  
Gary and Sharon Roberson  
Dave and Heather Ross  
Rosemary Schnipke  
Sharon Scott  
Peggy Serulla  
Marsha Shade ♥ 
Sandra Shank ♥ 
Tracy Lynn Shea 

(In Memory of Marie Smith)  
Janet Simpson  
Ray and Elizabeth Skeins ♥ 
Joy Smith  
William and Emily Smith ♥ 
Betsy L. Steudle  
Sandra Stone  
Nancy Swift 
Mary Tracey ♥ 
Judith Ullery ♥ 
Ardythe VanderVelde ♥ 
Wilma VanderZwaag  
Grace Vegter ♥ 
Ona Wall ♥  
Irene Warilko  
Susan Weatherbee ♥ 
Charles and Jane Willekes ♥ 
Brittany Wilson  
Laurie Winkler  
Suzanne Winter ♥ 
Lorraine Demorest Wood  
Mary Wray ♥ 
Clasina Young ♥ 

SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $25,000+)

Consumers Energy Foundation ♥

HEMMINGWAY SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $10,000+)

Centennial Securities Company, Inc.

AUSTEN SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $5,000+)

Great Start to Quality ♥
Hank and Liesel Meijer 
Steelcase, Inc.  

TWAIN SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $2,500+)

Macy’s ♥
Meijer ♥
Varnum LLP

DICKENS SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $1,000+)

Patsy Allen  
AON Risk Solutions 
Adamy Valuation Advisors 
Bissell ♥ 
Michelle Boisvenue-Fox  
Chemical Bank ♥ 
Dickinson Wright PLLC ♥ 
W.M. Eerdmans Publishing Co.  
Foster Swift ♥ 
Frey Foundation  
Friends of the Cascade Library ♥ 
Friends of the East Grand Rapids Library ♥ 
Friends of the Grandville Library ♥ 
Friends of the Plainfield Township Library ♥ 
Gary Family Foundation  
Haviland Enterprises, Inc.  
Hungerford Nichols  
Irwin Seating Company ♥ 
JMM Family Partnership LLC ♥ 
Kenneth and Linda Krombeen ♥ 
Ali Mahajerin ♥ 
Bob and Linda Masselink  
Midwest Tape  
Patrick and Kathy Mullen  
Norris, Perné & French LLP  
Carol Simpson ♥ 
Stifel ♥ 
The Tupper Group – Merrill Lynch 
Jon and Pamela VanderPloeg 
Whitecaps Community Foundation ♥ 

STEINBECK SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $500+) 

Mary Burns ♥ 
Dick and Nancy Butler  
Josh and Linda Jo Carron♥ 
Cascade Engineering  
Lee and Mary Cook  
Gail O. DeYoung  
Steven C. Ender  
Bill and Cecile Fehsenfeld  
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc.  
Thomas Fuller and Mary DeBoer  
Greater Michigan Oral Surgeons 
 and Dental Implant Center  
John and Katherine Gregg  
GVSU – Film & Video  
Scott and Gail Haebich  
Phil and Cherry Jacobus ♥ 
King Milling Company  
Megan Niergarth ♥ 
Cornelius Plantinga ♥  
Paul and Marge Potter  
Scott and Anne Rush ♥  
Jerome and Helen Smith ♥ 
Steelcase Foundation  
Phillip Van Baren ♥ 
Lance and Kristen Werner  
Brent and Sherrie Willson ♥ 
 
POE SOCIETY
(Gifts of $250+) 

Nick and Shellie Adamy  
Mr. and Mrs. James Barton  
Carrie Bistline  
Robert and Karen Boluyt  
Barbara Krause Bunbury ♥ 
Bradley and Lori DeBruyne ♥ 
Noah and Lindsey Dorfman  
Ryan and Beth Fisher  
Sandra Graham ♥ 
John and Mary Lange ♥ ♦  
Nate and Carol Mohr  
The Mortimore Family ♥ ♦  
Heidi Nagel ♥ 
Abimbola Olayinka  
Jaclyn Olmstead  
Barbara Paull  
Fleming S. Pruitt  
Matt and Kristen Rampe  
Tamara Rosier  
James and Susie Sebastian  
Werner and Marianne Veit  
Dixie Wege 
Mike and Mary Yoak ♥ 
Robert and Mary Younger  
Troy and Kari Zapolski  
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We gratefully acknowledge 
those gifts given to KDL from 
January 1 – December 31, 
2016.  We also salute the 
many donors who chose to 
remain anonymous for their 
generosity.

♥ Indicates 3-year 
consecutive donation
♦ Indicates gift to the 
endowment



Mika Meyers
Ronald and Avaleen Myszak ♥
Dale E. Nelson 

(In Memory of Margaret Nelson)
Teresa Nelson
Genevieve H. Potter 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Ronald and Kathie Redman ♥
Kyle and Amy Rokos ♥
Schuler Books & Music
Rosalee Shier ♥
Sherry Smith ♥
Jennifer Sommerdyke ♥
Else Sorensen ♥
Gordon and Esther Start ♥
Dr. and Mrs. L.E. Tuck
Trudy Vermaire
Susan Watts ♥
Weingartz Supply Company
Barbara Wenger
Ronald and Diane Woods ♥

DR. SEUSS SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $1+)

Bernadine Agacinski ♥
Veronica Allen 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Michael and JoAnn Anthes 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Linda Balogh 

(In Memory of Jean Whittier)
Jana Black 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Melinda Blake 

(In Memory of David N. Evertsberg)
Carla Blandford ♥
Edward and Beverly Bobko 

(In Memory of Jane Longcore)
Fred Jr. and Nancy Brailey ♥
Ken and Laurel Bratt ♥
Edward and Beverly Bravata
Mark and Ann Marie Brehm ♥
Gretchen Brink ♥
Carl and Emma Butenas
Dennis and Judith Clinger
Ray and Margie Conner 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Cook Family Services ♥
Wayne and Kaye Coston 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Patrick and Louise Courtney 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
The Crocker Family 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Timothy and Colleen Curtin

Greg and Sheila Daniels 
(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)

Edward DeBoom 
(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)

Nellie Delaat 
(In Memory of Jack Delaat)

Michael Despres 
(In Memory of Alfred M. Despres)

Tony and Jennifer Dykhouse ♥
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Donnelly
Julie Ebels ♥
Employees of Coopersville Public 
Schools 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Jan Ensing
David and Ruth Fry ♥
Robert Garcia ♥
Ralph and Sue Garlick 

(In Memory of Jean Dean)
Anthony Gill
Friends of the Grandville Library 

(In Memory of Jane Haagsma) ♥
Mike and Brenda Hall 

(In Memory of Jane Longcore)
Richard and Patricia Hall ♥
Diane Hammerman 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Steven Handlovits ♥
Roger and Dianne Hansen 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee) 
Sue Hawthorne 

(In Memory of Marianne Beiber)
Billie M. Hunt 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Johnson Park Friends 

(In Memory of Betty Parps)
Adrianne Junius
Jon Karel ♥
Ethel Karsten ♥
Judith Kaufman

(In Memory of Jean Whittier)
John and Rita Kirkwood 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Dianne Kuhn 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Sarah Mallis 

(In Memory of Vern Mol)
Phyllis Mangus and Susan Seif 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Jim and Martha Markham 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Gale and Marilyn McNitt 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Gene and Linda Michaels ♥
Pat Miller 
NBHX Trim USA 

(In Memory of Alfred M. Despres)

Mark and Kathleen Newman ♥
Jeff and Michelle Nitengale 

(In Memory of Jane Longcore)
North Valley Condominium Association
Marilyn Nowak 

(In Memory of Vern Mol)
Pat O’Brien 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Tib and Lori Olgine 

(In Memory of Jane Longcore)
Mr. and Mrs. Oom
Karl and Sue Osborn 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Edmund Pollastrello
Brad and Mary Potter 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Stan and Jan Powers 

(In Memory of Luci King) ♥
Ruth Reickard 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Pamela Roobaert 

(In Memory of Alfred M. Despres)
Jud and Peggy Ross ♥
Emma Rostic
Pat Ryan 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Filip and Josephine Sanders
Keith and Kathleen Schaltz 

(In Memory of Alfred Fred Despres)
Robert and Judith Schimm 

(In Memory of Jane Longcore)
Harold and Janet Schuling 

(In Memory of Lucille Elders) ♥
Karl and Amy Siebert 

(In Memory of Alfred F. Despres)
Janet Simpson
Ray and Carol Stevens
John and LeAnn Strobridge 

(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)
Shirley Switek ♥
Deborah Thornton 

(In Memory of Jean Whittier)
Elizabeth Timmer 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Lois E. Waldecker ♥
Don and Sandy Williams 

(In Honor of Trevor Zuidema)
Woodwind Condominium Association 

(In Memory of Joyce Decker and Alfred 
Fred Despres)

Scott and Sylvia Wormmeester ♥

SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $25,000+)

Friends of the East Grand Rapids Library ♥

HEMMINGWAY SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $10,000+)

Friends of the Cascade Library ♥
Friends of the Grandville Library ♥
Daniel and Lucy Johnston
Friends of the Plainfield Township Library ♥

AUSTEN SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $5,000+)

Friends of the Englehardt Library ♥
Lowell Community Foundation
Wilson and Jean Whittier

TWAIN SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $2,500+)

Cascade Community Foundation
Friends of the Kentwood Library ♥
Friends of the Krause Memorial Library ♥
City of Walker
Friends of the Wyoming Library ♥

DICKENS SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $1,000+)

Community West Credit Union
Friends of the Nelson Twp/Sand Lake Library ♥
Godwin Heights Public Schools
Grandville Public Schools
Kiwanis Club of the Caledonia Area
Library of Congress (LBPH)
Shannon Orthodontics ♥
Kristin and Amy Smith ♥
Jeff and Jenni VanderLaan Foundation ♥
Walmart Foundation
Wyoming Public Schools

STEINBECK SOCIETY 
(Gifts of $500+) 

Friends of the Gaines Township Library ♥
Friends of the Spencer Township Library ♥
Grandville Downtown Development Authority ♥
Grandville Rotary Club ♥
Steve and Lisa Maas ♥
Rockford Sportsmen’s Club ♥

POE SOCIETY
(Gifts of $250+) 

Comstock Park Public Schools
Bradley and Lori DeBruyne ♥
Elders Electric ♥
Lowell Rotary Club ♥
Sharon Lutz-Krebill 

(In Honor of Lori Armock) ♥
Macatawa Bank ♥
Josh and Molly Meringa ♥
Michigan Humanities Council ♥
Potjer Financial Resources ♥
Sheeran Chiropractic
Carol Simpson ♥
Spartan Nash ♥
Steven and Rebecca Wuerthele ♥

ALCOTT SOCIETY
(Gifts of $100+) 

Mabel Baker 
(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)

Neil and Mary Blakeslee 
(In Memory of W. Paul Blakeslee)

Jeffrey and Marcia Brewer 
(In Memory of Jane Longcore)

Vern and Norma Boss
Bound by Books Club at Porter Hills 

(In Memory of Betty Garver and Edna Claire 
Schooley)

Lester Brooks ♥
Stephen and Elizabeth Delaat 

(In Memory of Jack Delaat)
Mr. and Mrs. Dueweke
Kathleen Eggers
Bob and Darby Eland 

(In Memory of Polo)
Friends of the Walker Library ♥
Nathan and Kelly Gibson
Grandville Christian School ♥
Grandville Ladies’ Literary Club ♥
Grandville Printing
Bill and Claudia Hardy ♥
Mark J. Heyboer and Melissa Lichtenwalter ♥
Andrew and Teri Hill 

(In Memory of Marjorie Miller)
Thom and Grace Hodgson
Anne Hoekstra
Joanne C. Hoag 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Robert and Janice Keefe 

(In Memory of June Lang)
Ralph and Donna Liberatore 

(In Memory of June Lang)
David MacDonald
Meijer – Grandville

We gratefully acknowledge 
those gifts that provide 
specific support for the 
programs and services of our 
individual branches.

♥ Indicates 3-year 
consecutive donation
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LOOKING 
AHEAD

WE'RE BRINGING BACK 
THE BOOKMOBILE! 
We are pleased to announce that we have received a $208,000 grant from the 
Steelcase Foundation to design and offer a bookmobile to the KDL community.

This mobile library will enable KDL to bring our services and programming to Kent 
County residents who can’t travel to one of our 18 branches on a regular basis. 
When it hits the streets in winter 2018, it will be equipped with a vast assortment of 
collection materials for both children and adults.

The bookmobile, which will take 6-9 months to craft, will also be outfitted with Wi-Fi, 
a video screen, a computer, printer and modular shelves. The vehicle will also be 
handicapped accessible and will offer security features.

One of our goals in offering the bookmobile is to increase reading proficiency in third 
grade students. In 2016, 50 percent of Kent County third graders were not proficient in 
English language arts.

Stay tuned over the coming months for more information and updates on this 
exciting new program! [ ]$208,000

GRANT FROM 
STEELCASE FOUNDATION



Connect with us.
kdl.org // facebook // twitter // instagram // gooodreads // pinterest 

616-784-2007
18 locations, 1 convenient phone number




