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2017 was a year of
evolution. We honed

and enhanced countless

services, providing greater

value while deepening

relationships.

The past year has been a whirlwind! Our strategic plan outlined 12 categories
of priorities with dozens of specific actions. I’'m proud to tell you that we have
completed all of them. We have also exceeded many goals.

Libraries are most often thought of as a source for items that you can check out.
While that is still a significant part of what we do, we are also engaging with people
and communities in deeper and more meaningful ways. In some cases, such as with
Community Reads (see the story on pages 6-7), programs have many layers and a
very significant impact in the transformation of lives and communities.

There are also countless smaller initiatives that simply bring people together and
put a smile on every face. The single common criteria in everything that we do is to
help people to become better versions of themselves.

This in turn helps communities to become better, too.

KDL partnered with Kelloggsville Public Schools

to create a public library within the high school.
Construction, planning, staffing and establishing a
collection took place during 2017, with the library
officially opening in January of 2018. This new library

is open to the public outside of school hours and
throughout the summer. It’s the first partnership
between a public library and school in the region. It was
largely made possible by the generous support of the
Steelcase Foundation.

Whenever there is an unmet need in our community, the
KDL team is quick to respond with ideas, energy and results.
Time and time again, KDL delivers.

On behalf of everyone at KDL, thank you. We are looking forward to an
even bigger, busier and brighter future with you!

Lance M. Werner
Director

This annual report highlights a handful of our accomplishments. You can read more in the
KDL Fact Book at kdl.org/2017FactBook, which includes the entire strategic plan. 2017 KDL Annual Report | 3
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Melanie Johnston, an English teacher at Wyoming High School, proudly shows
copies of student-published books while explaining how the KDL Community

Reads program is achieving success on “so many levels.”

The program started more than five years ago when Lori Holland, branch manager
of Kent District Library’s Wyoming Branch, became determined to find a way to
bring authors into classrooms to help inspire students. She worked with Melissa
Schneider, media specialist at Wyoming High School, and others at KDL to bring
best-selling authors of young adult books to the schools to speak with students
and to provide more than 400 copies of the author’s book so each student could
have one. The program includes the students authoring and publishing a book of
their collected writings.

serves as the cornerstone of the year’s study. “A lot of our kids have never had a
book they can call their own,” Melanie explains. “They’re free to write in the pages
as they read, but what’s really exciting is that as the books are handed out, I tell
them that the author will be here at the end of the school year. They usually expect
a quick result from whatever they’re asked to do, so this is a wonderful way to foster

long-range goals.”

“KDL does an excellent job of selecting books that are relevant and pertinent to
students’ lives,” Melanie explains. “Last year, our book was All American Boys, which
is coauthored by Jason Reynolds, who is black, and Brendan Kiely, who is white. In
the book, they tell stories from alternating perspectives, which helps students to

The primary goal of the program

is to instill good reading and
writing skills. The benefits of the
program go beyond simply helping
with literacy. Often it becomes a
transformative experience for the
students, authors, parents and
guests who are involved.

Melanie’s class is one of several
at Wyoming and Godwin Heights
schools that starts each year by
giving each student their own
personal copy of a book, which

see themselves and the perspectives of others.”

“They came away from

‘I think | can help fix

It’s a transformative

The book touches on issues of police
and racial profiling. During the school
year, Melanie invited police officers
to join the classes. The students
and police officers had constructive
conversations about hard topics, and
were able to do so without getting
defensive or angry. The next summer,
some of the students chose to attend
the Grand Rapids Police Academy.
Melanie describes how two of the
students are now interested in a
careerin law
enforcement.
“They came
away from the
experience saying

the experience saying ‘I think | can help
fix a problem
in society by

a problem in society.’ representing

my race on the
police force.” It’s

experience!” a transformative

experience!”

Melanie sums it
all up. “Our goal in high school is to
help make things applicable to the real
world. A lot of the students here are
not going on to college, but go on to
vocational schools. How can we foster
a love and curiosity toward reading?

A desire to continue to read? This
program goes beyond that, helping
young people to appreciate that they
are represented in literature, that their
voice is heard.”

2017 KDL Annual Report | 7
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Girls Changing the World is a
KDL Lab Experience that took
place at the Tyrone Branch.
Participants discovered

the women scientists,

mathematicians, artists,
explorers, engineers and
computer programmers
behind some of the
discoveries and inventions
that changed our world.
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The Kent District Library Board of Trustees
and Fund Development team extend a
profound thank you to all the individuals,
corporations and foundations that

generously supported Kent District Library

with $450,989 in donations, sponsorships

and grants in 2017. Your gifts allow KDL
to provide outstanding programs and
services to our community members.

We couldn’t do it without you!

We are grateful to our sponsors and honorary committee members for funding our third annual

Literary Libations Gala. We are humbled by and grateful for your support of our organization.

Presenting Sponsor Recommended Reads Sponsors Bookplate Sponsors
CENTENNIAL SECURITIES  Hank and Liesel Meijer VARNUM

- Investments & Advice - Steebase

Table Sponsors In Kind Sponsors Media Sponsor
Chemical Bank Amway Grand Plaza
Dickenson Wright PLLC Grand Rapids Magazine
Foster Swift Kate Morrow Photography
Frey Foundation Outfront Media
Hungerford Nichols CPAs + Pam Spring Advertising Literary Libations Event
Advisors WGVU Committee
Irwin Seating Company Shellie Adamy
q q 3 Meijer Inc. Honorary Committee Mary Ford
thera.rv !_1ba'.c10nsm Midwest Tape Sallie Bowie Katherine Gregg
Kent District L1brarv Norris, Perné & French, LLP James and Constance Jeanine Holquist
Sabo PR Christenson Linda Krombeen
Stifel Gail O. DeYoung Linda Masselink
The Tupper Group, Merrill Lynch  Bill and Mary Ford Katey Morse
Whitecaps Community Jon and Katherine Gregg Heather Ross - Chair
Foundation Gail Haebich Penny Weller
Hank and Liesel Meijer Sherrie B. Willson
A special thank you to Kim and Elizabeth Neubig
Pam Gary for supporting our Dr. Bill Pink, Ph.D.
cocktail hour. Carol Simpson
Jerome and Helen Smith

Program support Chris Syverson
Aon Jacqueline D. Taylor, Ph.D.
Bloom Sluggett, PC Susan Tully
DSA International Jon and Pamela VanderPloeg
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr &
Huber Inc.

2017 KDL Annual Report | 13



. Donors

We gratefully acknowledge those gifts
given to KDL from January 1, 2017 -
December 31,2017. We also salute the
many donors who chose to remain
anonymous for their generosity.

¥ Indicates 3-year consecutive donation
¢ Indicates gift to the endowment
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Shakespeare Society

(Gifts of $25,000 and above)
Consumers Energy Company ¥
Friends of the East Grand Rapids Library ¥
Steelcase Foundation ¥

Hemingway Society (Gifts of $10,000+)
Anonymous

Centennial Securities ¥

Friends of the Cascade Library ¥

Friends of the Grandville Library ¥
Friends of the Plainfield Library ¥

Austen Society (Gifts of $5,000+)
Friends of the Kentwood Library ¥
Friends of the Krause Memorial Library ¥
Keller Foundation

Hank and Liesel Meijer

Steelcase Inc ¥

Twain Society (Gifts of $2,500+)
Adamy Valuation Advisors ¥
Cascade Charter Township
Cascade Community Foundation
Chemical Bank ¥

Friends of the Englehardt Library ¥
Dr. Leonard Gell

Great Start to Quality ¥

Ken and Linda Krombeen ¥
Macy’s ¥

Open Systems Technology (OST)
Jerome and Helen Smith ¥
Varnum LLP

Dickens Society (Gifts of $1,000+)

Shellie and Nick Adamy ¥

Anonymous

Bissell Inc.v

Scott and Mary Brady

Linda Jo and Josh Carron ¥

Cascade Township DDA

Craig and Mimi Cole ¥

Dickinson Wright PLLC ¥

Bill and Mary Ford ¥

Foster Swift ¥

Steve Fox and Michelle Boisvenue-Fox ¥

Frey Foundation

Friends of the Nelson Township/Sand Lake
Library ¥

Gary Family Foundation

Godwin Heights Public Schools ¥

Grandville Education Foundation

Hungerford, Nichols CPAs and Advisors ¥

Irwin Seating Company

Ali and Sonya Mahajerin ¥

Robert and Linda Masselink

Meijer Inc. ¥

Midwest Tape ¥

Kathy and Patrick Mullen

Norris, Perné, & French, LLP ¥

Barbara Paull

Sabo PR

Carol Simpson ¥

Kristen and Amy Smith ¥

Kurt and Karla Stevens

Stifel v

The Tegna Foundation

The Tupper Group, Merrill Lynch

Jon and Pamela VanderPloeg ¥

West Michigan Edward Jones Foundation Fund
of the Grand Rapids Community Foundation

Whitecaps Community Foundation ¥

Sherrie and Brent Willson ¥

Wyoming Community Foundation

Steinbeck Society (Gifts of $500+)
Aon Risk Solutions

Michael and Julie Bemben

Bloom Sluggett, PC

Sallie Bowie

Janet Boyles

Barbara Krause Bunbury

Mary Burns ¥

Cascade Engineering

Cascade Winery

James and Constance Christenson ¥
City of Grandville

City of Walker

Katelyn Decker

Gail 0. DeYoung ¥

DSA International

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. ¥
Friends of the Gaines Township Library ¥
Friends of the Walker Library ¥

Tom and Sally Gleason

Gordon Food Service

Inta Grace

Grand Rapids Community College
Grandville Rotary Club ¥

John and Katherine Gregg ¥

Scott and Gail Haebich ¥

Bill and Claudia Hardy ¥

Anne Hoekstra

Eric Kennedy

Kiwanis Club of Grandville-Hudsonville
Dawn Lewis

Loeks Theaters, Inc.

Mark and Elizabeth Murray

W. Vandenberg and Elizabeth Neubig
Megan Niergarth ¥

Cornelius Plantinga ¥

Patricia Reid

Matthew and Nicki Rinckey
Rockford Sportsman Club ¥
Scott and Anne Rush ¥

John and Shawn Schuring ¥
Kenneth Tableman

Jacqueline Taylor Ph. D.
Teleperformance Inc.

Philip and Patricia Van Baren ¥
Walmart Store #3453

Lance and Kristen Werner ¥
Carrie Wilson

Troy and Kari Zapolski

Poe Society (Gifts of $250+)
Carla Avink

John and Penelope Collins
Lee and Mary Cook ¥

Steve and Chris Crandall
Elders Electric ¥

Jeff and Sheila Frank

Friends of the Wyoming Library ¥
GE Foundation

Bob Gerritsen

GVSU- Film and Video ¥
Margaret Idema

James and Gail Junod ¥
Kayla Rae Cellars

John and Mary Lange ¥
Susan and George Larimore
Josh and Molly Meringa ¥
Carrie and Mike Miedema
Nate and Carol Mohr ¥
James and Mary Nelson
Jaclyn J. Olmstead ¥

Jessie K. Palmer

FlemingS. Pruitt ¥

Kristin and Matt Rampe
Becky Ruiter (In Memory of Steven Carlson)
Molly Smith v ¢

South Kent Rotary

Mark and Julianne Strauss

Susan Tully

Irene Walker

Heather L. Wood-Gramza

Steven and Rebecca Wuerthele ¥
Mike and Mary Yoak ¥

Bob and Mary Younger ¥

Alcott Society (Gifts of $100+)

Edward and Kathy Aboufadel ¥

Melissa Anderson ¥

Dale and Carol Austin ¥

Bernice Azkoul

James Barnum

Melissa Benmark

The Bennett Family

William and Jill Beute ¥

Neil and Mary Blakeslee ¥

Carla Blanford v

Mark and Faith Bogdanik (In Memory of
Lorraine LaVerge)

Karen and Robert Boluyt ¥

Wendy and Jim Booydegraaff ¥

Vern and Norma Boss

Florence Bouwman

Jeff Brainard (In Memory of Richard Kircheis)

Tammy Jo Budzynski

Eric and Catherine Buehler

Charles and Lucy J. Caldwell ¥

Cheryl Cammenga ¥

Hazel Carpenter ¥

Dan Challa

Dennis and Judith Clinger ¥

David and Diane Comfort (In Memory of
Wanda Deubner) ¥ ¢

Robert and Susan Conklin (In Memory of
Dr. Alan Hutchinson)

Diane Cutler

Sandra Daniels

Cara Debbaudt

Robert and Lois DeBoer

Bradley and Lori DeBruyne ¥

Jayson Dinsmore (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Lindsey and Noah Dorfman

Eli Lilly Foundation ¥

Susan Ellis

Scott and Kathy Ellison ¥

David and Kathleen Erdmans

Andrew Erlewein

Jane Everhart v

The William and Kay Farr Trust

Barbara Fishback

David and Nancy Flower

Carl and Catherine Forslund

David and Shelly Frazer (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Karilyn Frederick ¥

Friends of the Alto Library Branch ¥

Kathryn Gerow ¥

Adam and Sheri Glon ¥

Brandon Graetz (In Memory of Richard
Kircheis)

Sandra Graham

Grand River Bank

Grandville Ladies’ Literary Club ¥

Andrew and Wendy Hahn

Christopher Haizman ¥

Richard and Jorja Hanna (In Memory of
Maggie Smith Bohn)

Scott and Molli Hartel

Haviland Enterprises Inc.

Kevin Heeringa

Timothy and Charlene Hill ¥

James and Leslie Holmes (In Memory of
Catherine S. Doele)

Miles F. and Linda L. Huffaker ¥

Win and Kyle Irwin ¥

Jean lwema

Phil and Cherry Jacobus

Diane Jones

John and Mary Ellen Karcis

Paul and Beth Kelly

Marjory Kempers

Kent City Historical Society

Vicki Kimball v

Krause Memorial Branch Staff (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis and Lee Myszak)

Matt and Kim Large

Tim and Dot Lorson ¥

Sharon Lutz-Krebill ¥

Rodney and Mimi Martin ¥

Jason and Kathy Marvin

Kate McCarthy ¥

Jean McCormick ¥

Elizabeth Melton

Alice Minthorn

Brendan Hallisey and Catherine Mohan (In
Memory of Richard Kircheis)

The Mortimore Family ¥ ¢

Patrick and Christine Muldoon

Jon and Carol Muth

Charles and Noreen Myers ¥ ¢

2017 KDL Annual Report | 15



Ronald Myszak ¥

David and Catherine Olson (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Scott and Sarah Pastoor ¥

George and Darcy Pawlowski

Peter and Carroll Perez

Virginia Peters

Aaron and Sharon Phipps ¥

Rockford Chamber of Commerce (In Memory
of Richard Kircheis)

Amy and Kyle Rokos ¥

Edward and Anita Roy (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Stephanie Sanderson

Sally Scaman

Robert and Karen Schermer

John and Amy Scott (In Memory of
Linda Michaels)

Sharon Scott

Mary Simon (In Memory of Richard Kircheis)

Brent and Diane Slay ¥

Denise Sliva

Barbara Smith

Shelly Smith v

Gordon and Esther Start ¥

Sandra Stone

Kathleen W. Sullivan

Everett and Gloria Swanson ¥

Chris Syverson

Mary E. Tanis

Mary Frances Lembo and John Tindall

Patti Trepkowski ¥

Lyle and Ann Tuck

Jeffery Tuori

Jennifer VanderMolen

Emily and Nancy Van Sweden

Marianne and Werner Veit

LindaVos ¥

Mike and Jill Waalkes ¥

Waddell & Reed ¥

James and Joyce Walser

Susan Watts ¥

Jerry and Ginny Weddell ¥

Dixie Wege

Weingartz of Cedar Springs

Richard L. Hagan and Terence D. West

Judith A. Wietsma

Craig and Laurie Wilson

Laurie Winkler ¥

Sue Wold
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Ronald and Diane Woods ¥
Bob Zylstra

Dr. Seuss Society (Gifts of $1+)

Alana Abbott

Terry and Geraldine Abel

Michael and Katrina Alexander ¥

Michelle Allen

Alto American Legion Aux Unit 528 (In Memory
of Lila Lee Grummet)

James and Donna Andersen ¥

Joe and Carol Antal

Lynda Austin (In Memory of Richard Kircheis)

Jean Barkin ¥

Don and Pat Bauman (In Memory of
Linda Michaels)

Mark Behrens (In Memory of Donna Cornell)

Martha Blanford and Patrick Ladwig

Nancy L. Bloomstrand (In Memory of
Maggie Smith Bohn)

Jane Bodenmiller ¥

Bernard and Donna Boelema (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Larry and Deanna Bohn (In Memory of
Maggie Smith Bohn)

Edward and Denise Bolt

Charles and Joann Brainard (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Mary Brander

Ken and Laurel Bratt ¥

Nick and Linda Bravata

Mark and Ann Marie Brehm ¥

Gretchen Brink ¥

Richard Bryan (In Memory of Beverly Bryan)

Duane and Pat Brown (In Memory of
Lee Myszak)

Richard Bryan

Robert and Ruth Burr

Dick and Judy Byrne

Jack and Mary Carloye (In Memory of
Maggie Smith Bohn)

Steven Carlson (In Memory of Linda Michaels)

Ann Carter (In Memory of Maggie Smith Bohn)

Bob and Mary Carwell (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Catherine Chan

John and Beth Chisholm (In Memory of
Linda Michaels)

Shirley Clark

Kayle Clements

Cook Family Services ¥

Beth Cook

Janice Cribley (In Memory of Steven Carlson)

Timothy and Colleen Curtin

Paul Daigle (In Memory of Donna Cornell)

George and Sara D’Archangel ¥

Charles and Sandra DeCarlo

Jack and Margaret DelLaat

Penny DeVries

Barb DeYoung

Judy Dine (In Memory of Lila Lee Grummet)

Robert Dixcy

Amy and Dennis Donohue

Traci Douglas

Tony and Jennifer Dykhouse ¥

Sandra Dymerski

Kevin Ecclesine

Perry and Chris Eckman

Leroy Eickman

Jim and Harriet Engbers

Englehardt Branch Staff (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Jan Ensing

Victoria Erickson ¥

Maurice and Sara Fetty

Joyce Fick (In Memory of Barbara Johnson)

Priscilla Finch v

Paul and Betty Flak ¥

Cheryl Fox

Tim and Kathy Freewind (In Memory of
Beverly Bryan)

David and Ruth Fry ¥

Robert Garcia ¥

Frederick and Ruth Garver (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

D. Gibson

GR Association of Realtors (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Kathleen A. Haan

Richard and Patricia Hall ¥

Ratan Mehta Harsh

Barbara Heisler (In Memory of Richard
Kircheis)

Terrie Heyden (In Memory of Mildred Hackett)

Sara Hogle

Dorothy Holt ¥

Laurel Ingram

Larry and Sharon Jenks (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Cathleen Kaiser

Jon Karel v

Mary Anne Karmes ¥

Ethel Karsten ¥

Stephanie and Marlene Kelley (In Memory
of Richard Kircheis)

Katherine Kello

Kent City PTCO

Aaron Kerr

Nancy Knauss

Luke and Susan Koenigsknect

Jean Krol ¥

Andrew Kuklewski ¥

Ruth Kutsche ¥

Mary Ann Lentz

Hannah Lewis

Lidral Orthodontics

John and Ella Lindgren (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Virginia M. Lyons (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Joe and Jill Magnan

Irving Marcus

Camilla Martin ¥

Sarah Massie

Samantha Mayse

Mary McAlary (In Memory of Beverly Bryan)

Dorothy McDougal (In Memory of
Douglas McDougal)

Patrick McNicholas

Sylvia McNitt (In Memory of Richard Kircheis)

Martha Mealy

Gene and Linda Michaels ¥

Glenda Middleton ¥

Pat Miller v

Sharon Miller

Delores Millering (In Memory of Lee Myszak)

Rosemary Mills

Mary Moore

Katey Morse ¥

Scott and Courtney Morton

Joan Mull

Suzanne Naas ¥

Heidi Nagel ¥

Laura Nawrot

Gertrude C. Ohlen (In Memory of
Donna Cornell)

Mary Lou Ohnsman

John Oliver

Norma Oliver

M J Olson-Lear

Dennis O’Neill v
Kylie Oneill-Mullin ¥
K L. Onufer (In Memory of Lila Lee Grummet)
SungWan and Yulia Park ¥
Joan Parker ¥
Linda Parker ¥
Jane Patsakos
Tim and Jane Pearcy (In Memory of
Linda Michaels)
Jason and Lynn Prince
Jim Punches (In Memory of Richard Kircheis)
Jeffery Rees
John and Nancy Richardson (In Memory
of Lila Lee Grummet)
Kathleen Ringeisen ¥
Gary and Sharon Roberson ¥
Ray and Francina Roberts

Karen Robinson (In Memory of Linda Michaels)

Violet Robinson

Heather and Dave Ross ¥

Peggy and Jud Ross ¥

Janice Rowland (In Memory of Victor Larsen)

Robert Ruby

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Russo (In Memory of
Lee Myszak)

Nan Schichtel

Barb Schneider

Rosemary Schnipke

Ann Scott (In Memory of Linda Michaels)

Tim and Dorothy Scott (In Memory of
Linda Michaels)

Sandra Shank ¥

Tracy Lynn Shea (In Memory of
Marie Smith) ¥

Bill and Diane Sherer (In Memory of
Lawrence Porter)

Sibley Family (In Memory of Lorraine LaVerge)

Mohinder Singh

Ray and Elizabeth Skeins ¥

William and Emily Smith v

Ann Sowle

David and Norma Stepanovich (In Memory of
Lee Myszak)

Carolyn Kay Sturgis

Andrew Sung and Joy Kim

Shirley Switek ¥

Mary Thompson

Lisa Town

Steve and Lura Turner (In Memory of
Maggie Smith Bohn)

Judith Ullery v

Robin Van Diepenbos

Ardythe VanderVelde ¥

Wilma VanderZwaag ¥

Janet Vanwyck (In Memory of
Lila Lee Grummet)

Richard and Deborah Veersma (In Memory of
Richard Kircheis)

Grace Vegter ¥

Sharon VerBeek

Anne Ver Hage

Pat Vigneron

Lois E. Waldecker ¥

Ona Wall v

Irene Wartilko

Ruth Watson

Susan Weatherbee ¥

Stephanie Weaver

Jeremy Weber

William and Cheryl Weitzel

Charles L. and Jane A. Willekes ¥

Robert and Kay Williams

Brittany Wilson

Suzanne C. Winter ¥

Lee Wittkop (In Memory of Lee Myszak)

Irvin and Brenda Wolfson

Woodwind Condominium Association (In
Memory of Reverend Bob Smith)

Mary Wray ¥

Mary L. Yost

Clasina Young ¥

Kent District Library wishes to thank the
following in kind donors whose gifts made
our events and projects possible and
helped us to exceed our expectations.

AHC + Hospitality, Amway Grand Plaza
Kate Morrow Photography

Moore & Bruggink

Pam Spring Advertising

Steelcase Inc.

THR Construction

WGVU
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Tax Revenue $20,556,739
State Sources $1,182,712
Charges for Services $135,731
Fines and Forfeitures $940,983

Interest and Rentals $152,418

. Other Revenue $1,147,804

Total $24,116,387

Il our financial picture

2017 EXPENDITURES

Salaries, Wages and Benefits $12,879,492
Supplies $260,059
Professional and Contractual Services $1,378,557
Other Services and Charges $2,993,389
Books and Materials $3,056,038
Capital Outlay - Technology $306,294
Capital Outlay - Office Equipment and Furniture $53,445
Total $20,927,274

Comprehensive annual financial reports are online at kdl.org/about/policies
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