
The Starless Sea
Erin Morgenstern (2019)
MORGENSTERN
Discovering a mysterious book of prisoner tales, a Vermont
graduate student recognizes a story from his own life before
following clues to a magical underground library that is being
targeted for destruction.

Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore
Robin Sloan (2012)
SLOAN
The Great Recession has shuffled Clay Jannon out of his life as a
San Francisco web-design drone and landed him a new gig
working the night shift at Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore.
But after just a few days on the job, Clay begins to realize that
this store is even more curious than the name suggests. There are
only a few customers, but they come in repeatedly and never
seem to actually buy anything. Soon he embarks on a complex
analysis of the customers' behaviour and ropes his friends into
helping him figure out just what's going on.

The Museum of Extraordinary Things
Alice Hoffman (2014)
HOFFMAN
The daughter of a Coney Island boardwalk curiosities museum's
front man pursues an impassioned love affair with a Russian
immigrant photographer who, after fleeing his Lower East Side
Orthodox community, has captured poignant images of the
infamous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire.
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In a sprawling mansion filled with peculiar treasures, January
Scaller is a curiosity herself. As the ward of the wealthy Mr.
Locke, she feels little different from the artifacts that decorate the
halls: carefully maintained, largely ignored, and utterly out of
place. Then she finds a strange book. A book that carries the scent
of other worlds, and tells a tale of secret doors, of love, adventure
and danger. Each page turn reveals impossible truths about the
world and January discovers a story increasingly entwined with
her own.

1. How would you describe January Scaller—when we first meet
her? In what way do events change her? Or, perhaps we should
ask, how does her true personality emerge during the course of her
adventures?

2. In what way does Cornelius Locke (good name, there*) treat
January as one of his specimens?

3. January tells us early on about the power of the written word:
"There are ten thousand stories about ten thousand doors, and we
know them as well as we know our own names. They lead to
Faerie, to Valhalla, Atlantis and Lemuria, Heaven and Hell, to all
the directions a compass could never take you, to elsewhere."
Talk about the meaning of her observation. In your own reading
experience, does literature have the power to immerse you in its
stories. What about this book in particular: has it pulled you into
its world(s)? What other books have done so for you… or perhaps
failed to do so? Is the measure of a book's worth to be judged by
its immersive power? Courtesy of litlovers.com

4. Rather than crafting an action-packed thriller, Alix E.
Harrow focuses instead on social issues. How does this book,
for instance, address racism? What about sexism, including
the way women are consigned to asylums for hysteria?

5. How does the book tackle the issue of class and the
propensity of the wealthy to protect themselves in the face of
threats to their position?

6. What parallels to life in the 21st century do you find in both
the story and the story-within-the story?

7. In what way does this fantasy offer hope for change in the
real world?

8. Speaking of names (see Question 2), why the name
"January": what does it connote metaphorically? Are there
other names that possess symbolic significance?


