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The Department of Rare Books ... (Jan 2022)
by : Jurczyk, Eva

The Water Dancer (Sep 2019)
by Coates, Ta-Nehisi

The Glass Hotel (Mar 2020)
by Mandel, Emily St. John

Working in the rare books department of a large
university, Liesl Weiss discovers that a priceless book
has gone missing as well as the librarian, and,
investigating both disappearances, learns a shocking
truth that shakes the very foundation on which she has
built her life.

From the author of 'Station Eleven' comes a captivating novel
of money, beauty, white-collar crime, ghosts and moral
compromise in which a woman disappears from a container
ship off the coast of Mauritania and a massive Ponzi scheme
implodes in New York, dragging countless fortunes with it.

A Virginia slave narrowly escapes a drowning death
through the intervention of a mysterious force that
compels his escape and personal underground war
against slavery.

BOOK DISCUSSION
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Discussion Questions
1. In order to protect the family from Wally, Nell’s parents made the very
difficult choice to keep Tam in Algoe, telling Nell that she had died. What
that the right choice?

2. Do you know of other families (your own perhaps?) where the mother,
father AND kid all had the same passion and aptitude for a certain field?
How likely is it? Is it nature or nurture?

3. There were a lot of lies and betrayals between Daniel, Tam, Eve,
Francis and the others, which get slowly surfaced throughout the book.
In your opinion, which was the worst lie or betrayal?

4. In many books with fantastical elements, some characters seem to
readily accept the surprise of land accessed through the wardrobe door
or down the rabbit hole. But when Francis tells Nell that Algoe is real and
that it killed her mother, she responds by calling it (and him) a scam, a
joke and a prank.

How would you react to such news. Scam or rabbit hole

5. The Dreamer’s Atlas- new maps rendered in an old fantastical style,
and old maps and those from fantasy fiction rendered new. Would you
buy it for your coffee table?

6. Do you think it’s possible for a map to be perfect, as Wally desires?

7. Putting on Wally’s tinfoil hat for a moment, if it’s plausible for a map to
make a place real, could his virtual vision of the Hab map have done the
same?

8. “Cartography, at its heart, was about defining one’s place in the world
by creating charts and measurements” Maps are thought of as many
different things throughout the book. They can define ones place (as in
Nell’s quote from above), they can connect you with people, are
keepers of history, provide inspiration and more.

Which of these purposes resonated the most with you? How do you use
maps?

9. At the end, as Felix reads Nell’s invitation, the narrative says “Nell had
drawn him a map. A map to someplace new”. This final twist has had
many readers confused about the ending and I myself had to read it
twice.

How did you respond to the ending? Does this mean a completely new
place? Or a reimagined Algoe? Or the place where she moved Algoe?

10. In the acknowledgements, Shepherd talks about how General
Drafting was indeed real and they did place Algoe on their NY map as a
copyright trap. But, once on the map, the few businesses near the
fictional Algoe, began to refer to themselves as “Algoe this or that”,
county records and addresses began to reflect those change, thus
making Algoe real.

Can you think of other instances when documentation of this type, or
even mistakes can codify a place?
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